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" The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication{s) filed on 30 October 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-26 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) G The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)EI The drawing(s) filed on 30 December 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

!□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Computer programs claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions 
of the programs, are not physical "things." They are neither computer components nor statutory 
processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not 
define any structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and other 
claimed elements of a computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be 
realized. When the claimed invention taken as a whole is directed to a mere program listing, i.e., 
to only its description or expression, is it descriptive material per se and hence nonstatutory. 
Regarding claims 1-8 and 13-26, since a computer program is merely a set of instructions 
capable of being executed by a computer, the computer program itself is not a process without 
the computer-readable medium needed to realize the computer program's functionality, as 
nonstatutory functional descriptive material. 
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Regarding claims 9-12, the claims recite a data signal embodied in a carrier signal that such 
signal claims are ineligible for patent protection because they do not fall within any of the four 
statutory classes of § 101 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shastry et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,511,116). 

Regarding claims 1-26, Shastry et al. teach a method of creating and accessing value 
tables in a telecommunication service creation and execution environment in which the display 
procedures 300 of FIG. 3 include display and editing modules. The display and editing modules 
display various graphical objects on the display 240 of workstation 210 and allow manipulation 
of the graphical objects by the user. The display and editing modules, as shown in FIG. 4A, 
include Record Control module 321, Node Specification Editing module 322, CPR Editing 
module 323, GSS Editing module 324, Graph Editing module 325, Variable Editing module 326, 
Form Creation module 327, Provisioning module 328, Table Node Editing module 339, and 
Dialog module 329. Record Control module 321 interfaces Database module 340 (FIG. 4C) with 
each of the editing modules (modules 322, 323, 324, 325, 326, and 339) to transfer data from 
database 203 to editor buffers (not shown) associated with the respective editing modules in the 
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workstation 210 and to transfer (save) data from the editor buffers to database 203. Record 
Control module 321 also allows a user to prepare a template for a mass market service. CPR 
Editing module 323 allows a user to change the characteristics (i.e., headers, entry points) of a 
CPR. To do so, CPR Editing module 323 invokes the Graph Editing module 324 and the 
Variable Editing module 326 to change corresponding portions of the CPR. The CPR Editing 
module 323 also allows editing of existing templates. Graph Editing module 325 allows a user 
to manipulate the structure or relationship of nodes and branches in a graph. Thus, in 
conjunction with the Node Specification Editing module 322 and Variable Editing module 326, 
which allows manipulation of call variables within nodes, the Graph Editing module 325 also 
allows graphs to be edited and translates the corresponding internal data structures into graphical 
display representations for display on the display 240 of workstation 210. In addition, the Graph 
Editing module 324 allows a user to graphically display and edit the structure or relationship of 
nodes and branches in a template (Figs 3-7 and 29A-29D). 

Conclusion 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(571) 273-7490, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Customer Service Window 
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Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benny Q. Tieu whose telephone number is 571-272-7490. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 6:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (703) 305-473 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Benny Q. Tieu 
Primary Examiner 
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